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the stomach. There are eight pairs of abdominal ganglia.
Eight pairs of abdominal spiracles are present. The heart
has nine pairs of ostia. The ovaries consist of seven egg-tubes,
opening into a common duct on each side of the body: though
this is a primitive character, the arrangement of the tubes is
not strictly segmental. The organs comprise, on each side,
three dilated sacs with long vasa deferentia of curious form,
joining a common duct.

The young differ very little from the adult, the eyes being
compound even in the youngest stages. This family contains
a number of genera, of which Machilis is the commonest. They
are probably all scavengers, feeding on decaying vegetable
matter.

Machilis maritima is commonly found on rocks on the
English coast, M. polypoda occurs amongst dead leaves.
Others are found under loose stones. Assmuthia spinosissima
and Platystelea barbifer live in termites' nests in India.

LEPISMIDJE.
Mouth-parts exserted. Median process present. Eyes
simple, when present. Eleven abdominal segments.
I                             Though widely distributed, more tropical than temperate
I                          species have been recorded.
In some ways, this is the most advanced group of the Thy-
sanura. The body is generally covered with flat, silvery
scales, which may, however, sometimes be absent. By this
character and by their movements they may be easily recog-
nized,
A small head is present, which is dorso-ventrally flattened,
and which bears a pair of large antennae; the eyes consist of a
group of a few ocelli. Prognathous mouth-parts occur; the
mandibles are short and strong, the maxillary palps well
developed and five-jointed. The thoracic segments are very
distinctly marked, and larger than those of the abdomen. A
gradually tapering abdomen bears at the end two anal
cerci and a median appendage. Sub-abdominal appendages
occur on the eighth and ninth segments (Lepisma), or on the